376                    E. H. HARRIMAN
After buying a twelve-million-dollar railroad from Morgan, unconditionally, in August, it must have required a good deal of courage to go to him in November and ask him to take the road back at the same price that the Erie had paid for it. So far as Mr. Harriman inspired that courage, he is entitled to the credit of saving the Erie Company from a serious, if not a disastrous loss. But perhaps Mr. Underwood would have made the appeal in any event.
On the 28th of November, Mr. Morgan himself appeared before the Erie executive committee, and offered to take back the C. H. & D. stock at the price paid for it, "because," as he said, "he understood that some dissatisfaction was felt, and had been expressed, with reference to the purchase effected by his firm as agents for the Erie." The committee, by a unanimous vote, decided to recommend to the board the acceptance of the offer, and the board did so accept on the following day. At the same time the board authorized the delivery to Mr. Morgan of a copy, "suitably engraved, under the Erie's corporate seal, and signed by every director," of the resolution of thanks adopted at the meeting, "for his extraordinary service and assistance to the company; first in his quick and efficient compliance with the direct personal appeal of the company,